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BRINGING FAMILIES
TOGETHER

IT'S YOUR JOURNEY




VISITATION GUIDELINES 

Parental visitation is an important and necessary component in the reunification of children in foster care with their biological parents. Without consistent, positive visits, separation can be devastating to the children. However, unproductive visits can be even more devastating than no visits at all.

In order to promote healthy, positive visits between parents and children, the following guideline should be demonstrated. 

· In most cases the visitation plan is developed in a Family Support Team Meeting, however if this is not the case then the parent must call the worker by the 7th of the month to schedule visits. 

· Parents must call a business day before a scheduled visit by 2:30 pm to confirm a visit. If a visit is scheduled for a Monday, then the parent must call the Friday before by 2:30 pm. If a parent does not call to confirm by 2:30 pm, then the visit WILL be canceled. 

· Parent will be on time. If parent is not present 15 minutes after the designated start time, the visit WILL be canceled. 

· If parent fails to show for a visit, it will then be expected for the forthcoming visits, the parent will arrive at the arranged location 1 hour before the child arrives. 

· The Family Service Worker is then responsible for arranging the date, time and location of visits, as well as the supervision of the visits.

· Parent will speak in normal, conversational tone, so that all words are audible to the worker. 

· Parent is to use visiting time for direct interactions with the children; this is NOT the time to discuss the foster care system, case plan, court hearings, etc. 

· Parent will have age appropriate conversations with the children during the visit.

· Parent will talk with the children in a calm voice with no screaming, profanity or name calling. Parent will interact with the children in a positive manner, avoiding controversial topics which may upset them. Failure to do so, may result in terminating the visit. 

· Visits are for parents only. Parents must make arrangements prior to the visit for any other visitors to attend. “Surprise” visitors WILL NOT be permitted to stay. 

· The worker is allowed to take any necessary notes during the visit. Those notes may be shared with the Family Support Team and may be reflected in court reports. 
· Parents are RESPONSIBLE for supplying food, games, diapers, extra clothes, etc., during the visits. 

Signing below means you have read and agree to follow the above stated guidelines. 

____________________




______

Parent 









Date

_________________________




________

Parent









Date

_________________________




________

Parent Aide 








Date 
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